
Handcraft Ideas 
Making in Nature at Home 

 
Hello classes 1 to 3. I certainly miss seeing you all. I hope you are all well, staying safe and warm 
this winter. There are packages of wool on their way to you in the post, however, as the mail is 
quite slow at the moment, here are some other simple ideas of things you can do while you wait.  
 
It is mostly cold and wet outside at the moment, however, the sunshine has been bright and 
clear on some days, which has been a lovely surprise. On these sun-shiny days there can be 
opportunities to get outside and make some lovely little things. To warm your fingers you can 
find flowers, leaves, sticks, lichen and moss from your garden or from a daily walk. Whatever 
your garden may be like native or otherwise collect them and sit outside all rugged up or bring 
them inside and make by the fire if it’s raining.  
 

Flower Mandala 
My garden is surprisingly full of lovely blooms at the moment. On a recent sunny day, I 

collected some, sat on the grass and made some mandalas. It was even possible to make one 
then take it apart and continue to make different patterns and shapes with all the different 

flowers. If you don’t have many flowers in your garden, leaves and sticks can make beautiful 
designs too. 

 

       
 

 
 



Leaf Mandala 
On a walk in a nearby forest, I collected some fallen branches after a windy night. Here is a 

mandala created from the found leaves, seed pods and branches, with a few extra tree ferns and 
bottle brush from my garden. 

 

 
 

Stick Weavings 
The sticks that are usually swept up and put on the burn off pile have been given a new life in 

my garden. I collected the sticks and cut them using secateurs, cutting both long and short 
lengths trying to make them even. With a small amount of wool or string that you may have at 

home you can make some lovely weavings using flowers and foliage.  
 

             
 

I’d love to see what you come up with from your own gardens and walks in nature. Once 
finished, if you can ask your parents to take a picture and send it to my email address: 

jparker@lyss.vic.edu.au 


