
Thursday 13th August 
 
Recall 

1. Why did the queen of Sheba visit Solomon? 
 Hint: She had heard rumours about him.  

2. How did Solomon defy his own God? 
 Hint: He had many wives. Hint 2: His many wives worshipped many gods. 

3. The prophet Ahijah wore a new robe that he ripped into twelve pieces. What did this 
mean? 
 Hint: God punished Solomon for defying him. Hint 2: Solomon’s power was 
 greatly diminished. 

4. After Solomon died, his son Rahoboam sought to rule the people of Israel. Why 
wasn’t he successful? 
 Hint: He didn’t like the advice given to him by the old men who had served 
 Solomon. Hint 2: He listened to the advice of the friends he had grown up 
 with. 

 
Summary 
Solomon built for himself a grand palace that took 13 years to construct. He also built the 
Hall of Judgement, where people could come to him with their problems and he built 
another palace for Pharaoh’s daughter, his wife. Solomon had also gathered one thousand 
four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen.  
 
When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to test him with puzzling 
questions. So, she came to Jerusalem with a very large number of servants and camels that 
carried a great amount of wealth. As soon as she met with Solomon, she told him everything 
that was on her mind and he answered all her questions with ease. When the queen of 
Sheba witnessed Solomon’s wisdom and all of his vast wealth and power, she was greatly 
surprised. She declared that she would not have believed it if she had not witnessed it with 
her own eyes. Solomon gave her everything that she desired and after sometime, she 
returned to her own land. 
 
Solomon had many wives and his wives worshipped many gods. And so, Solomon built 
places of worship for all of these different gods, forgetting his own true God. Then God 
created a foe whose name was Rezon and he was a foe to Israel for as long as Solomon 
lived. And when Jeroboam met with Ahijah the prophet, God tore the kingdom of Israel 
apart. Ahijah had donned a new robe and he took the garment and tore it into twelve 
pieces. He told Jeroboam to take ten pieces, for God had declared that he would tear the 
kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give ten tribes to Jeroboam, leaving only one for 
Solomon. So, Jeroboam also rebelled against Solomon and Solomon wished to kill him. But 
Jeroboam fled to Egypt and remained there until Solomon died. 
 
When Solomon died, Rahoboam his son ruled after him. When the people of Israel went to 
Rahoboam to make him ruler, they said, “Your father laid a heavy yoke upon us. Now make 
the hard service of your father and the heavy yoke that he laid upon us lighter and we will 
serve you.” Rahaboam asked the people to give him three days to make the decision. Then 
he asked the advice of the old men who had served his father. They told him that if he 



served them now and gave them what they wanted, they would always be faithful towards 
him. But he rejected this advice and asked the young men that he had grown up with. They 
replied that he should tell the people that he is more powerful than his father and if they 
thought his father had given them hardships, then it was nothing compared to the hardship 
he would give them. When the people heard this, they turned their loyalties to Jeroboam 
who had returned from Egypt. Jeroboam was made ruler over all Israel and no one 
remained loyal to the house of David, except the tribe of Judah. 
 
Draw 
Do a drawing of yesterday’s story in your main lesson book or your English practice book if 
you have run out of pages. I have drawn the queen of Sheba. 
 

 
 



Recap 
One night, God appeared to Solomon in a dream and told him that whatever he asked for 
would be granted. Solomon asked God for an understanding mind, so that he would be able 
to discriminate between good and evil and rule his people justly. God was pleased with his 
request and not only granted it, but blessed Solomon with riches and honour. 
 
Once, two women came to Solomon. One of the women told Solomon that they lived 
together. She had given birth to a child and three days later, the other woman also had a 
child. While they were alone in the house, the other woman’s child had died, because her 
mother had accidentally laid upon it. The other woman then took the living child in the night 
and replaced it with her own dead child. When the woman awoke, instead of finding her 
own child, she found the other woman’s dead child. The two women quarrelled, for the 
other woman insisted that the story was the other way around. 
 
Finally, Solomon stopped the quarrelling and asked for a sword to be brought. Solomon 
said, “Divide the living child in two and give half to the one and half to the other.” At that 
moment, the real mother of the living child stepped forward and begged Solomon not to kill 
the child, but give it to the other woman. But the other woman cried out, “It shall be neither 
mine nor yours! Divide it!” Solomon proclaimed that the true mother would never insist on 
killing the child and would rather give it away and so the rightful mother was discovered.  
 
When people heard of Solomon’s judgement, he earned much respect for they saw that he 
had divine wisdom to decide questions justly. 
 
In the fourth year of Solomon’s rule, he built a temple of God. It was a grand temple, made 
from cypress wood with an inner sanctum made from cedar which was built to house the 
Ark of the Covenant. This inner room was guarded by two winged bulls, which were covered 
in gold. When the temple was completed, Solomon stood before the altar of God in the 
presence of all the people of Israel and cried out his praises. And though he had built such a 
grand temple, he said, “But will God actually dwell on earth? Indeed, heaven and the 
highest heaven cannot hold thee; how much less this temple that I have built!” 
 
Writing 
Write the following into your main lesson book or English practice book if you have run out 
of space. 
 
Two women came to Solomon claiming that they were the rightful mother of a baby. When 
Solomon ordered for the baby to be cut in half and shared, the true mother begged him to 
spare its life and give it to the other woman. Thus, Solomon discovered the real mother. 
 



 
 
Story 
Listen to the audio recording. 


