
Thursday 6th August 
 
Recall 
 

1. Why did King Saul seek the help of a medium – someone who could talk to the spirits of the dead? 
 Hint 1: He was frightened of the might of the Philistines. Hint 2: God did not  answer his 
questions. 

2. What did Samuel tell King Saul? 
 Hint 1: God had taken away Saul’s authority.  

3. How did King Saul eventually die? 
 Hint 1: He fled, along with the Israelites. Hint 2: He asked his armour bearer  to kill him. 

4. How did David and his men feel when they heard that King Saul had died? 
 Hint 1: They did not eat until evening. Hint 2: They tore their clothes. 

 
Summary 
 
Samuel, the man of God who had anointed Saul king died. King Saul had banished all the people from his 
land who were mediums - people who could communicate with spirits. The Philistines had gathered a 
terrifying army to fight the Israelites and King Saul fearfully asked God whether he should fight them or 
not. God did not answer him through dreams or through prophets however and Saul sent his servants to 
find a medium.  
 
Saul donned a disguise and with two servants, went to see a medium in the night. The woman called on 
the spirit of Samuel, who told Saul that God had taken away his authority and given it to David. Samuel 
told Saul that Israel would fall in the fight against the Philistines.  
 
The Philistines fought against Israel and forced them to flee. Three sons of Saul, including Jonathan were 
killed and Saul was severely wounded. Saul called his armour-bearer and asked him to kill him, so that the 
Philistines would not find him and make sport of his death. The armour bearer was terrified and refused 
and so Saul fell upon his own sword. 
 
The people of Israel fled. The bodies of Saul and his sons were found by the Philistines and dishonoured. 
Men marched through the night to bring back the bodies and bury them beneath an oak-tree in Jabesh. 
When David and his men heard the news, they tore their clothes and mourned and wept and went without 
food until evening.  
 
With God’s blessing, David went and lived in the town of Hebron where he was made ruler over the people 
of Judah. The former commander of Saul’s army took Saul’s son Ishbaal and made him ruler over Israel. 
The people of Judah remained loyal to David in spite of this, but there was constant war between the 
followers of Saul and the followers of David. But David kept growing stronger while the followers of Saul 
grew weaker. Ishbaal was eventually killed and David was made ruler over all of Israel. David was thirty 
years old when he began to rule and he ruled for forty years. With the help of God, he drove the Philistines 
out of his land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paint 
Follow the instructions on the PowerPoint to paint King Saul and the medium who spoke to the spirit of 
Samuel.  
 

 
 
Recap 
 
David still did not trust King Saul and so he travelled to the kingdom of King Achish, where he lived in the 
open country for a year and four months. While he lived there, David made raids upon many places, took 
the livestock of others and brought them to King Achish. Through these acts, King Achish trusted David, 
believing that the people of Israel would truly hate him for his deeds.  

Then the Philistines gathered their forces to wage war against Israel, David and his men marched with King 
Achish and the Philistines. When the Philistines saw David and his men among their army, they asked King 
Achish why he had Israelites with him. King Achish replied that this was not the David who was the servant 
of King Saul of Israel and that he trusted him. The commanders of the Philistines did not trust David 
however and King Achish had no choice but to ask David to return to his home.  

When David returned to the open country in which he had dwelt, he found that it had been attacked and 
that the women and children had been taken away. David and all his men wept aloud until they were no 
longer able to weep. They were in great trouble, for the people now spoke of killing them for they felt 
bitter for their loss. David and his men needed to leave. In their travels, they met an Egyptian who agreed 
to lead them to his robber band. The robber band were the same people who had attacked his home and 
carried away the women and children. When David and his men found them, they were feasting and 
drinking and enjoying the spoils they had stolen. David fought them and retrieved everything that was 
stolen, including his two wives. When they returned to their home, the men who had followed him 
declared that the men who had stayed behind to guard their home should not be given any of the spoils 
they had recovered. However, David said that what they had received was from God and should be shared 
with everyone. So, from that day he made this a law in the land of Israel.  



Writing 

Copy the writing below into your main lesson book (large blue or purple book).  

David and his men rescued the women and children who had been captured by a thieving band of robbers. 
The men who had fought with David did not want to share the riches they had gained. David made a law 
that day, that whatever God provided them would be shared among all.  
 
 

 
 

Story 
Listen to the audio recording. 


