
Recall 
 

1. When David heard that God had struck down one of the men carrying the ark to his city, he was 
afraid. What did he do? 
 Hint 1: He had originally planned for the ark to come into his city.  

2. Why did David ask if any of King Saul’s family had survived? 
 Hint 1: Saul’s servant survived. Hint 2: One of Saul’s sons had survived. 

3. David saw the beautiful woman Bathsheba. What did he do to make her his wife? 
 Hint 1: There was a war. Hint 2: He ordered his men to retreat. 

4. The prophet Nathan told David a story about a poor man and his lamb and a rich man with a large 
flock. Why did he do this? 
 Hint 1: God was angry with David. Hint 2: The rich man took the poor man’s  lamb. 

5. Why did David sleep upon a sack bag on the ground and stop eating? 
 Hint 1: God had punished him for his actions.  

 
Summary 
David took the fortress of Zion, built a wall around it and called it the City of David. A grand palace was 
built for him and David knew, that the power he had was given to him by God. 
 
David called for the ark of God to be brought. As it was being carried, the oxen stumbled and the man 
guiding the cart stretched out his hand to hold up the Ark of the Covenant. He was struck down and died in 
the presence of God. David was afraid of God that day and decided not to bring the ark to his city and 
instead had it taken to the house of a friend. God blessed the family who housed the ark and when David 
heard this, he had the ark brought to him and made many sacrifices and offerings to God. God gave a 
message to Nathan the prophet to tell David that God took him from the pastures where he followed 
sheep and made him king over the people of Israel. God followed him wherever he went, destroyed all the 
enemies before him and made him great upon the earth so that his authority shall stand forever. 
 
David asked if any of King Saul’s family had survived, for he wished to treat them with kindness and take 
care of them. He discovered Ziba, the servant of Saul and a son, who was lame in his feet called Meribaal. 
David ensured that Ziba and his family were well taken care of and as for Meribaal, he was welcomed at 
David’s table like his own son. 
 
One day, David walked upon the roof of the royal palace and saw a beautiful woman bathing. David sent a 
servant to ask about the woman and learnt that she was Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah. Wanting her for 
himself, David sent her husband to the front line of a battle and instructed that the men following behind 
should leave him. Uriah died and after a period of mourning, Bathsheba became David’s wife and had a 
son. What David had done displeased God and he sent the prophet Nathan to him. The prophet related a 
story to David.  
 
There were two men in one city; one was rich and the other poor. The rich man had many flocks and herds; 
but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb which he had bought. He fed it, and it grew up 
with him and with his children. It used to eat of his own small supply of food and drink out of his own cup, 
and it lay in his bosom and was like a daughter to him. The poor man, who was travelling came to the rich 
man and rather than taking an animal from his own vast herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and had it 
prepared for their meal.  
 
David was very angry when he heard this story and told Nathan that the man who did this surely deserved 
to die. Nathan replied to David. “You are the man!” After all that God had given him, how could he have 
done wrong in God’s sight? As punishment, God smote Bathsheba and David’s child so that it fell sick. 
David prayed to God for forgiveness, he stopped eating food and laid upon a sackcloth on the ground at 
night. When on the seventh day the child passed away, David’s servants were afraid to tell him. David had 



refused to eat while the child was still alive, what would he do now that his child had died? But when David 
saw that his servants were whispering, he called to them and they had no choice but to tell him. David 
arose, washed and oiled himself, changed his clothes and went into the temple of God and worshipped. 
After this, he went to his own house and asked for bread to eat. The servants were puzzled and asked 
about his behaviour. David replied that when his child was sick, he sought God’s mercy, but now that the 
child had died there was nothing he could do to bring him back and so, he might as well eat. 
 
Wax 
Make a lamb. 
 

 
 
Recap 
Samuel, the man of God who had anointed Saul king died. King Saul had banished all the people from his 
land who were mediums - people who could communicate with spirits. The Philistines had gathered a 
terrifying army to fight the Israelites and King Saul fearfully asked God whether he should fight them or 
not. God did not answer him through dreams or through prophets however and Saul sent his servants to 
find a medium.  
 
Saul donned a disguise and with two servants, went to see a medium in the night. The woman called on 
the spirit of Samuel, who told Saul that God had taken away his authority and given it to David. Samuel 
told Saul that Israel would fall in the fight against the Philistines.  
 
The Philistines fought against Israel and forced them to flee. Three sons of Saul, including Jonathan were 
killed and Saul was severely wounded. Saul called his armour-bearer and asked him to kill him, so that the 
Philistines would not find him and make sport of his death. The armour bearer was terrified and refused 
and so Saul fell upon his own sword. 
 
The people of Israel fled. The bodies of Saul and his sons were found by the Philistines and dishonoured. 
Men marched through the night to bring back the bodies and bury them beneath an oak-tree in Jabesh. 
When David and his men heard the news, they tore their clothes and mourned and wept and went without 
food until evening.  
 
With God’s blessing, David went and lived in the town of Hebron where he was made ruler over the people 
of Judah. The former commander of Saul’s army took Saul’s son Ishbaal and made him ruler over Israel. 
The people of Judah remained loyal to David in spite of this, but there was constant war between the 
followers of Saul and the followers of David. But David kept growing stronger while the followers of Saul 
grew weaker. Ishbaal was eventually killed and David was made ruler over all of Israel. David was thirty 



years old when he began to rule and he ruled for forty years. With the help of God, he drove the Philistines 
out of his land. 
 
Dictation 
 
Listen to the audio recording and write the sentences into your English practice book (medium blue or 
green book). 
 
Saul sought the help of a medium to speak to the spirit of Samuel, because God no longer answered his 
prayers. Samuel told him that Israel would fall and that Saul’s authority had been taken away and given to 
David. 
 
 
 

 


