
Friday 14th August 
 
 
Recap of Wednesday’s story 

Solomon built for himself a grand palace that took 13 years to construct. He also built the Hall of Judgement, 
where people could come to him with their problems and he built another palace for Pharaoh’s daughter, 
his wife. Solomon had also gathered one thousand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen.  

When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to test him with puzzling questions. So, 
she came to Jerusalem with a very large number of servants and camels that carried a great amount of 
wealth. As soon as she met with Solomon, she told him everything that was on her mind and he answered 
all her questions with ease. When the queen of Sheba witnessed Solomon’s wisdom and all of his vast 
wealth and power, she was greatly surprised. She declared that she would not have believed it if she had 
not witnessed it with her own eyes. Solomon gave her everything that she desired and after sometime, she 
returned to her own land.  

Solomon had many wives and his wives worshipped many gods. And so, Solomon built places of worship for 
all of these different gods, forgetting his own true God. Then God created a foe whose name was Rezon and 
he was a foe to Israel for as long as Solomon lived. And when Jeroboam met with Ahijah the prophet, God 
tore the kingdom of Israel apart. Ahijah had donned a new robe and he took the garment and tore it into 
twelve pieces. He told Jeroboam to take ten pieces, for God had declared that he would tear the kingdom 
out of the hand of Solomon and give ten tribes to Jeroboam, leaving only one for Solomon. So, Jeroboam 
also rebelled against Solomon and Solomon wished to kill him. But Jeroboam fled to Egypt and remained 
there until Solomon died.  

When Solomon died, Rahoboam his son ruled after him. When the people of Israel went to Rahoboam to 
make him ruler, they said, “Your father laid a heavy yoke upon us. Now make the hard service of your father 
and the heavy yoke that he laid upon us lighter and we will serve you.” Rahaboam asked the people to give 
him three days to make the decision. Then he asked the advice of the old men who had served his father. 
They told him that if he  

served them now and gave them what they wanted, they would always be faithful towards him. But he 
rejected this advice and asked the young men that he had grown up with. They replied that he should tell 
the people that he is more powerful than his father and if they thought his father had given them hardships, 
then it was nothing compared to the hardship he would give them. When the people heard this, they turned 
their loyalties to Jeroboam who had returned from Egypt. Jeroboam was made ruler over all Israel and no 
one remained loyal to the house of David, except the tribe of Judah.  

Writing 
Write the following into your main lesson book or your English practice book if you have run out of pages. 
 
Word of Solomon’s wealth and wisdom spread throughout many lands. The queen of Sheba wished to see if 
the rumours were true. She came bearing many precious and exotic gifts. 
 
 



 
 
 
Measurement Main Lesson 
 
 
For parents 
The idea of today’s lesson is to present a very basic idea of the concept of measurement. What is it, 
fundamentally, to measure something? This lesson is about exploring, so that the children can naturally 
arrive at the conclusion that measurement requires standardisation and accuracy. After measuring a variety 
of things, they may also realise that different things require different types of measurement. You cannot 
measure the height of a cup in the same way that you would measure the length of a drive-way.  



 
Introduction to length  
 
When people started building houses, making carts, weaving cloth and many other things that were sold 
and traded, it became important to understand the length and width of things. When people travelled from 
one place to another, it became very important to know the distance of a destination. If a tailor went to a 
cloth merchant, they would need to know how much cloth was needed and how much would be charged 
based on the length of cloth sold.  
 
Before tape measures, rulers and all the instruments with which we measure things in the world today, 
ancient people used the human body to measure the world around them. They used different parts of the 
body in different ways, depending on what they were measuring and whether it required something large or 
small to measure it with.  
 
If you wanted to tell a friend how far the letter box is from the front door, how might you do this? If you 
wanted to tell me that your pencil is getting too small and you want a new one, how would you let me know 
how small it is? We’re not at school at the moment, so what kind of measurement, using your body can you 
tell me so that I would have some idea of how long it is? 
 
Have a think about what parts of your body you can use to measure things around you. What can you see 
around you that is small or big, near or far away? How might you measure the size of something, using a 
part of your body? 
 
 
Activity/Bookwork 
Spend some time measuring whatever you like around your house. After you have done this, measure the 
following and write it down in a table in your new main lesson book (Large red book). 
 

1. Length of your bedroom 
2. Length of your hair 
3. Height of your favourite toy 
4. Length of your drive-way – if you’re keen, you could measure the length of your street! 
5. The length of the smallest leaf in your garden 
6. Choose whatever you want to measure 
7. Try to measure something with a part of your body that you think no one else in the class will use. I’ll share 

your ideas and we’ll see if anyone manages to come up with something that no one else has tried.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Story 
Long ago, in a towering castle that stood atop a hill, there lived a young prince who was dearly loved by his 
people. He was a kind young man and the people living in the surrounding villages knew that when it was 
time, the young prince would become a wise and compassionate ruler. His father and mother were old and 
tired, they had served their kingdom for many years and they began to talk about preparing their son to 
take their place.  
 
A grand coronation ceremony was planned to crown the young prince. Coronations were a very rare event, 
if they were lucky, the people in the village might live to witness a coronation two or three times in their 
whole life. The whole kingdom was buzzing with excitement and everyone worked hard to bring the best 
offerings to the royal palace. Farmers chose their best fruits and vegetables for the coronation feast, the 
most beautiful and perfect flowers were plucked, the finest cloth was woven for flags, banners, table cloths 
and napkins. Everyone was filled with excitement and anticipation.  
 
Of course, the king to be must look the most regal of them all and so servants were sent out across the 
lands in search of the finest silks, velvets and furs for the prince’s coronation cloak. They came to the palace 
with many samples of the finest materials that money could buy to show the prince and the king and queen. 
They decided on a beautiful, rich, deep purple velvet which would be stitched with pure gold thread and 
trimmed with soft white, spotted fur. The exact measurements for the cloak were given to a trusted servant 
along with a bag of gold to pay for the expensive material. When the prince would walk along the plush red 
carpet, through the grand hall and to his throne, his cloak would be a magnificent statement of grandeur as 
it trailed behind him. It would be a moment that would be remembered by all. 
 
The servant was to buy exactly 12 feet of luxurious velvet. He went to the cloth merchant, who was 
incredibly honoured to be providing the material for the prince’s coronation cloak. The merchant carefully 
measured out the material and checked over his measurements two more times, just to be sure before 
carefully packing the precious cloth. The servant handed over the bag of gold and made his way back to the 
palace.  
 
As the prince stood in the centre of his bedchamber, tailors hustled and bustled around him, pinning and 
tucking and making sure that all the measurements were correct before they began sewing. The king and 
queen oversaw everything, they wanted everything to be perfect for this momentous occasion. As the cloak 
was draped around the prince’s shoulders, the king had a nagging feeling that something wasn’t quite right. 
The cloak seemed just a little short. He clapped his hands and summoned for his own coronation cloak to be 
brought, his was 12 feet long and he wanted to compare the length of his son’s cloak. And sure enough, 
when the two cloaks were laid beside each other, the prince’s cloak was shorter. The king shouted in 
outrage, and demanded for the servant who bought the cloth to come before him at once. In a booming 
voice, the king shouted, “How many feet of cloth did you buy?” Trembling before the king, the servant 
managed to stammer, “12 feet your majesty. I remembered it well, for I told myself, there are 12 eggs in a 
dozen and 12 months in a year and 12 numbers on a clock, I swear to you, I did not forget.” Hearing this, the 
king was even more furious, for now the only thing that explained the situation was that the cloth merchant 
was a liar and a cheat. He was so incensed that someone would dare to cheat him in the wake of such an 
important event, that he decided to go to the cloth merchant himself.  
 
The king and his men rode hard without stopping until they came to the city in which the cloth merchant 
lived. Without any announcement, the king barged into the merchant’s shop, flung the door wide, threw the 
velvet that had been purchased onto the table and began demanding the merchant to tell him how he could 
have dared to cheat a king. The merchant was utterly shocked and bowed low before the king. He knew he 
had measured that cloth with the utmost care, for he had felt so privileged that his cloth had been chosen 
for such a glorious occasion. “Please”, he said, “I have served you faithfully, please tell me what I have done 
to anger you?” “It is short!!!”, cried the king, “you took all the gold and thought you’d make a profit by 
giving me less cloth?!” The merchant, ducked behind the counter and came back out with the bag of gold. 



“Please”, he said, “if I have cheated or wronged you in any way, I will gladly return your gold.” Seeing this, 
the king calmed himself down, took a deep breath and said, “very well, explain to me how you have given 
me 12 feet of velvet, even though it is clearly not long enough.” And so, in front of the king and all his men, 
the merchant very carefully showed the king how he measured the cloth. He measured the cloth, placing 
one foot in front of the other so carefully that he left no gap between his feet and he placed his foot down 
so that it was perfectly straight. Watching him, the king’s heart softened, for he could see the care with 
which the merchant worked. And indeed, when he finished, the king also saw that the merchant was 
correct. He had measured exactly 12 feet. Now the king was puzzled. He sat down and began to think. After 
sometime, he cried out “Aha! I have the answer!” 
 
 
Can you figure out what the answer is? You can pause the audio here to see if you can work out what the 
answer is. 
 
 
“The cloth merchant who supplied the cloth for my coronation cloak was a much bigger and taller man than 
you are. His feet must have been much larger than yours. So even though you gave me 12 feet of cloth, 
because your feet are smaller, the cloth is shorter!” The merchant’s face flushed red, he was deeply 
embarrassed that he had indeed short-changed the king. He hung his head in shame before the king, but 
the king gently lifted his chin and said “My dear man, it is not your fault at all. From now on, everyone in the 
kingdom will measure feet according to the size of the feet of the new king and it won’t matter whether 
your feet are big or small.” The king gave the cloth merchant a few more gold coins for his trouble, bought 
some new cloth and returned to the palace.  
 
The coronation took place with great pomp and ceremony. Streets were filled with excited children, dancing 
and music. The palace provided such a great feast, that all the surrounding villages were well fed with the 
best food they had ever tasted. Grand banners and perfumed flowers filled the great hall of the palace and 
everyone wore their most beautiful and colourful attire. The prince was crowned in front of all the people in 
the kingdom and a great cry of joy arose as the people welcomed their new king.  
 
A new tradition was formed that day. The old king came forward with a golden rod, it was exactly the length 
of the new king’s foot. Holding it high, he announced to everyone, that the measurement of a foot would 
now be the same throughout the whole kingdom. Everyone who needed to make measurements in feet 
could make a rod of their own that would be the same length as the Golden Rod of the Royal Foot. Another 
great cheer arose and from that day onwards, all cloaks of 12 feet were the same length across the entire 
kingdom. 
 


