
Monday 17th August 
 
 
Recall 
Think back to Friday’s story and some of the activities we did. In the story, the material that was 
bought for the coronation cloak wasn’t long enough, even though the cloth merchant measured it 
very carefully. Why wasn’t it long enough? And what was the king’s solution to this problem? 
 
On Friday, you measured many things around your house using different parts of your body. See if 
you can remember some of the things you measured.  
 
I have some of your work from Friday that was sent to me and I’ve got some of that information here 
for you to look at. Have a look and try to answer the following questions (you don’t need to write 
these down or copy the page provided): 
 

1. Who has the longest bedroom? Who has the shortest bedroom? 
2. Who has the longest hair? Who has the shortest?  
3. Who has the longest driveway? Who has the shortest? 

 
4. If you had to make a bedroom exactly the same size as one of these people, do you think you 

can do it from the information you have? Why or why not? 
 

5. When you look at all of this information, what makes it easy for you to know the exact length 
of something? 
 

6. When you look at all of this information, what makes it hard to know the exact length of 
something? 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 



The Golden Rod of the King’s Foot 
The Golden Rod of the King’s Foot was displayed outside the king’s palace so that anyone who 
needed to create their own measuring stick would be able to check that it was the correct length. The 
people of the Kingdom of Meranie were very glad, because differences in measurement had long 
been a source of fights and arguments in shops and marketplaces. 
 
Word spread far and wide that the Kingdom of Meranie traded fairly and equally with all. Merchants 
from faraway kingdoms travelled to Meranie to buy goods that they knew were properly measured 
and therefore, value for money. Before long, other kingdoms began to measure goods in the same 
way as the Kingdom of Meranie, for they did not want to lose trade to kingdoms that had better ways 
of measuring goods. Many kingdoms across the lands now had their own Golden Rod of the King’s 
Foot. And each kingdom traded within their own city walls with much greater ease.  
 
It was a long time before problems started to arise. While people traded within their own kingdoms 
with ease, wealthy merchants who bought cloth and other materials from faraway kingdoms soon 
realised that the Golden Rod of the King’s Foot in each kingdom was a slightly different length. Each 
king had a slightly different sized foot. These merchants began to travel to places where they knew 
the king of that land had a very large foot.  
 
This was not the only problem however, when a king died, the new king wished for the Golden Rod of 
the King’s Foot to be the same size as his own foot, instead of the size of the king before him. So, 
whenever there was a different king in a kingdom, the length of the Golden Rod of the King’s Foot 
would change and everyone in that kingdom would have to make new measuring sticks. Merchants 
who travelled from faraway kingdoms to places that were renowned for the size of a king’s foot were 
sometimes disappointed that the king had been replaced with someone who had a smaller foot. 
 
It was a couple of hundred years, before a wise and generous king finally brought cooperation and 
order to all of the lands. He announced to everyone that he did not mind whether the Golden Rod of 
the King’s Foot was the same size as his foot or not. This king decided that the Golden Rod of the 
King’s Foot would remain one size forever. His great grandfather had had the largest foot of all the 
kings in his family and it was decided that the Golden Rod of the King’s Foot would be created one 
final time according to these measurements. The king then sent messengers far and wide in all 
directions to all the other kingdoms to convince others to follow their lead. Kings of other kingdoms 
quickly realised that this was an ingenuous idea and before long, all kingdoms had the exact same 
measurement for the Golden Rod of the King’s Foot, which we now simple call “a foot”.  
 
Activity 
Find or make a measuring stick that is the size of your foot. If cutting a stick to the correct length is 
too tricky, you could do this with string or roll up some paper that has been cut to the correct size.  
 

1. Use your measuring stick to measure at least 5 different things around you. 
2. Take a photo of your measuring stick next to your recorder. Line it up carefully from the 

bottom of the recorder. Please send a photo to me today. 
 

 



 
3. Use your measuring stick to measure the height of your garbage bin, the one outside that you 

use for landfill. Please send me your measurements along with a photo of your bin today. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Different types of measurement 
 
A long time ago when people used their bodies for measurement, different countries had different 
ways of measuring: 
 
Cubit – Egyptian – elbow to the tip of the middle finger 
Foot – Roman – one and a half = a cubit – 12 inches 
Inch – width of a man’s thumb – King Edward II ruled it was 3 grains of barley placed end to end 
lengthwise 
Palm – Egyptian – 4 fingers 
Hand – Egyptian – 5 fingers 
Pace – Roman – about 5 feet, 1000 paces = mile 
Lick – tip of the thumb to the tip of the index finger 
Yard – length of a man’s belt and King Henry I said it was from his nose to the thumb of his 
outstretched hand. 
Pulse to base of thumb – Chinese 
 
Bookwork 
Write the following into your main lesson book (large red book). 
 
In the olden times, people measured things with parts of their body: 

• Cubit – elbow to the tip of the middle finger 
• Foot – one and a half feet equalled one cubit 
• Inch – width of a man’s thumb 
• Hand – width from the thumb to the little finger 
• Pace – about 5 feet 
• Yard – nose to thumb of an outstretched arm 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Maths 
Do the following sums in your Maths Practice Book (medium red or orange book). You do not need to 
write out the questions, just write the sum and work out the answer. 
 
If Millie and Riley’s bedrooms were joined together, how long would the room be? 



 
Aidan’s hair is 2 fingers long. If we chopped off the length of Aidan’s hair from Lara’s hair, how long 
would Lara’s hair be? 
 
Millie’s hair is 3 hands long. Karuna’s bedroom is 24 hands long. If Millie uses the length of her hair to 
measure Karuna’s room, how many lengths of hair is Karuna’s room? 
 
If Inika’s table is 48 tongue licks long and the table is cut in half, how long would each half be? 
 
 
Optional questions: 
 
If Iggy, Inika and Karuna’s driveways were all joined together, how long would it be? 
 
How much shorter is Phoebe’s driveway than Riley’s driveway? 
 
How many times longer is Oliver’s driveway than Karuna’s? 
 
If Grace’s driveway was cut in half, how long would each half be? 
 
 


